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from England, Germany and Switzer-
land.
He explained the differences between 
the different kinds of palm trees. The 
palm tree used for Sukkot has a hook 
at the end of the leaves.
He showed us how to bound the spe-
cies.

The “lulav” in the middle with the 
closed frond from the palm tree, the 
“aravah” branches with leaves of the 
willow tree placed to the left, and three 
“hadass” boughs with leaves from the 
myrtle tree placed to the right.
He invited the members of the Jewish 
Communities to visit the Palm Grove 
and to cut palm leaves for the roof of 
the Sukka. 
He also offered several lulavim. 
The rabbi was surprised to see that the 
lulavim were perfect and kosher.
Bordighera has a beautiful scenery.
It inspired the French painter Claude 
Monet who stayed there for several 
months. Monet painted forty paint-
ings of Bordighera , mainly of palm 
trees overlooking the sea.
Raphael Bischoffsheim a French jew-
ish banker and benefactor lived in 
Bordighera; he built there a villa in 
1873 designed by the French architect 
Charles Garnier.
Charles Garnier is the architect of the 
Opera in Paris and it’s smaller copy the 
Opera of Monte-Carlo. Garnier lived 
in Bordighera and built also a villa for 
himself. Both houses are near the his-
toric Palm Grove.

e is also the initiator of visits 
to the splendid synagogues 
of the 18th century in vari-
ous cities of Piedmont, as 

Cuneo, Mondovi, Saluzzo and Turin. 
An article was published last year in 
our magazine.
Paolo Veziano presented this year an-
other gem: the Palm Grove in Bor-
dighera, with the collaboration of 
Robert Castellana, sociologist and re-
sponsible of the historical Palm Grove.
Bordighera located at 20 km from 
France in Liguria, is called the “Queen 
of the Palm Trees”.
Palm trees are since the Middle Ages 
one of the treasures of the area. Palm 
leaves are used for the Christian Holi-
day of “Palm Sunday” and for the 
Jewish communities for the festival of 
Sukkot.

For centuries Bordighera supplied the 
palms for both events.
The Jewish Communities of Italy, 
France, Germany, Switzerland and of 
Eastern Europe purchased the palms 
till 1990. 

Today the palms for Sukkot come from 
Egypt, via Israël and the “Etrogim” 
(cedrates) are produced in Israël.
Paolo Veziano was very happy to wel-
come members of the Jewish Com-
munities of Menton and Monte-Carlo 
after a break of more than 25 years.
Franco Palmero is the last witness of 
the palms tradition for Sukkot. He 
learnt it from his father and rabbies

VISIT OF A PALM GROVE IN 
BORDIGHERA

Paolo Veziano the Italian historian of the Shoah made us discover the “March of the Memory” organized 
since 16 years by the “Association Giorgio Biandrata” to commemorate the deportation of Jews who were hid-

den in the mountains of Piedmont, thanks to the help of a priest.

H
Door Carlo Schreiber

“Palm trees are since 
the Middle Ages one 
of the treasures of the 
area. Palm leaves are 
used for the Christian 
Holiday of “Palm Sun-
day” and for the Jew-
ish communities for the 

festival of Sukkot.
For centuries Bor-

dighera supplied the 
palms for both events.”


