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It states that:
“Anti-Semitism is a certain perception of 
Jews, which may be expressed as hatred 
toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical 

manifestations of anti-Semitism are directed 
toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, toward Jewish com-
munity institutions and religious facilities.”

The State department also mentions ex-
amples to define the boundaries of what is 
and what shouldn’t be permissible:

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES 
OF ANTI-SEMITISM:
Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing 
or harming of Jews (often in the name of 
a radical ideology or an extremist view of 
religion).
Making mendacious, dehumanizing, de-
monizing, or stereotypical allegations 
about Jews as such or the power of Jews 
as a collective—especially but not exclu-
sively, the myth about a world Jewish con-
spiracy or of Jews controlling the media, 
economy, government or other societal 
institutions.
Accusing Jews as a people of being re-
sponsible for real or imagined wrongdo-
ing committed by a single Jewish person 
or group, the state of Israel, or even for 
acts committed by non-Jews. Accusing 
the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state,

The European Union cannot fight

anti-Semitism
without defining it

of inventing or exaggerating the Holo-
caust.
Accusing Jewish citizens of being more 
loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities 
of Jews worldwide, than to the interest of 
their own nations. What is Anti-Semitism 
Relative to Israel?

EXAMPLES of the ways in which anti-
Semitism manifests itself with regard to 
the state of Israel, taking into account the 
overall context could include:

“Accusing Jews as a people 
of being responsible for 

real or imagined wrongdo-
ing committed by a single 
Jewish person or group, the 
state of Israel, or even for 

acts committed by 
non-Jews. “
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By Alexander Zanzer

The US state department has an envoy to monitor and combat anti-Semitism. 
To understand what it should monitor, the State Department follows the Working 

Definition of Anti-Semitism by the European Monitoring Center on Racism and Xenophobia.
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where — the official, who was not speaking 
on the record to the Algemeiner newspaper, 
warned — several smaller Jewish commu-
nities, which have existed for 500 to 2,400 
years, are on the verge of extinction.
The State Department definition of anti-
Semitism –as seen above- includes certain at-
titudes toward Israel. In what are commonly 
referred to as the “3 Ds,” a phrase coined by 
Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky, 
the definition says that demonization, dele-
gitimization and holding Israel to a double 
standard all constitute anti-Semitism.
The senior official noted that Europe needed 
to make a distinction between legitimate crit-
icisms of Israel and when criticism may func-
tion as anti-Semitism.
The E.U.’s Agency for Fundamental Rights 
put a working definition of anti-Semitism on 
its website in 2005, but deleted it a few years 
ago, with certain E.U. members claiming it 
was never official anyway; the State Depart-
ment still includes that working definition on 
its website.
Similarly, Israel’s Foreign Ministry anti-Sem-
itism czar, Ambassador Gideon Behar, told 
The Algemeiner on Monday that Israel also 
wanted to see the E.U. adopt a working defi-
nition.

Additionally, the State official lauded U.S. 
officials, clergy and community leaders for 
continuing to ensure that the price of anti-
Semitism in public remains high. He noted 
that while the U.S. does not have laws pro-
hibiting hate speech on the books, this sys-
tem of shaming has ensured society-based 
punishment for anti-Semites. Part of this, he 
explained, comes from the awareness of what 
anti-Semitism is, which is bolstered by the 
U.S.’s working definition.
Interestingly, although the State definition is 
applicable in the U.S., the official noted his 
agency could do little to guarantee that states 
and public agencies also adopt the definition. 

Here is the obligation of Jewish European 
Organizations to push its national and re-
gional governments to adopt the definition 
and to put the European Union officials be-
fore their responsibility, or better, a choice. 
The choice between a descent of Europe into 
the depths of hate or choosing for a tolerate 
Europe worthy of its Nobel Prize.

DEMONIZE ISRAEL:
Using the symbols and images associated 
with classic anti-Semitism to characterize Is-
rael or Israelis
Drawing comparisons of contemporary Is-
raeli policy to that of the Nazis
Blaming Israel for all inter-religious or politi-
cal tensions

DOUBLE STANDARD FOR ISRAEL:
Applying double standards by requiring of it 
a behaviour not expected or demanded of any 
other democratic nation
Multilateral organizations focusing on Israel 
only for peace or human rights investigations

DELEGITIMIZE ISRAEL:
Denying the Jewish people their right to self-
determination, and denying Israel the right 
to exist. However, criticism of Israel similar 
to that leveled against any other country can-
not be regarded as anti-Semitic.
Anti-Israel rhetoric is more and more used 
to legitimize anti-Semitism. This is done not 
only by governments wishing to destroy the 
Jewish State or in conflict with it, but also by 
European political parties, mostly left-wing, 
to attract voters by hiding old-fashioned anti-
Semitism under criticism of Israel.

Anti-Semitism is part of the European DNA 
and almost every European government says 
it puts considerable efforts to combat it. But 
how can it combat something they haven’t 
defined? 
The absence of will to adopt a clear defini-
tion is symbolic of the European double lan-
guage of promises without action. In fact, if 
we follow the reasoning till the end, the non-
adopting of a definition is in itself an act of 
anti-Semitism. 

By not recognizing what constitutes anti-
Semitism, the EU encourages the trespassing 
of moral borders and leaves the pathway free 
for political acceptance of what was thought 
to belong to the “never again” philosophy. 

The U.S. is now urging the European 
Union to adopt a working definition of 
anti-Semitism, similar to the one used by 
the State Department. Defining anti-Sem-
itism is “an important tool” for combat-
ing the rising anti-Semitic trend in Europe,

“The U.S. is now 
urging the Eu-

ropean Union to 
adopt a working 

definition of anti-
Semitism, similar 
to the one used by 
the State Depart-
ment. Defining 
anti-Semitism is 
“an important 

tool” for 
combating the ri-
sing anti-Semitic 
trend in Europe”
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