
On the one hand we must conclude that our community is impov-
erishing and on the other hand we are swamped by a new wave of 
anti-Semitism which compromises the security of the Jewish people 
once again.
A word of thanks to our government, to both the national and the 
local authorities, is therefore more than appropriate now.
The commitment and dedication of the army and the police and the 
balanced budgeting for the security of the buildings are therefore 
valued and more than appreciated.
It is crucial that all organizations and institutions join forces to face 
together these serious challenges and to confront these threats to-
gether.
I would also like to take this opportunity to compliment the “Royal 
Society for Jewish Welfare” for the great efforts they continuously 
make to alleviate the suffering of those who are less fortunate.
At a social level it is undoubtedly the largest organization of benefac-
tors of the Jewish Community.
We have had a difficult year and we need to remain vigilant, but not-
withstanding I would like to finish with optimistic wishes for a prom-
ising New Year, a year in which anti-Semitism is further reclaimed 
and in which we can continue to believe in our democratic values.

On behalf of the Forum, I wish you a year of peace, prosperity and 
joy.

שנה טובה

Raphael Werner
President

Forum der Joodse 
Organisaties

The Jewish Community in Belgium in general and Ant-
werp in particular is facing major challenges both so-
cially and politically.
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We are fortunate to have leaders who listen to us. Soldiers protect 
our institutions. Federal funds are freed up to improve the safety 
of our community buildings. On several occasions local authorities 
have intervened to prevent the anti-Semitic outbursts of Dieudonné. 
Justice has condemned in a strong way the anti-Semitic and nega-
tionist words of L. Louis.

We can rely on our political leaders to fight against anti-Semitism 
and terrorism, but we as a community should also be active:
- We must in a difficult environment, security wise, but also econom-
ically and socially, cooperate more and show more solidarity within 
our community
- We have to build bridges with the members of the Muslim commu-
nity who share our values of democracy and respect for the separa-
tion of religion and politics
- We must fight against the attempts of deligitimisation of the State 
of Israel and against the boycott campaigns that grow in our country.

As the new chairman of CCOJB, I will defend these ideas and lead 
these fights, hopefully with an active support from you.
I hope 5776 will see some victories in these battles and hopefully 
some progress towards peace in the Middle East

I also wish a lot of success to the Centrale in their numerous 
activities to support the Jewish community

Serge Rozen
Chairman Coordination 

Committee of Jewish 
Organizations in Belgium

T he year 5775 was again characterized by a number 
of dramas - namely in France and Denmark- but also 
by a growing awareness of the Belgian political au-
thorities that the future of the Jewish community in 
Belgium is becoming a question and is not a certainty 
anymore.
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For the first time, as the President of the Belgian Israelite Central Consistory, I have 
the honour and, especially, the pleasure to wish you a Happy New Year, for you, 
your families and those close to your heart.
In the last years, the Belgian Jewish community has been affected, not only by the 
increase in acts of anti-Semitism all over the country but, notably by terrorism, 
which has struck the Jewish museum in Brussels.
Today, more than ever, the Jewish community must stay conscious as well as remain 
optimistic and believe in a positive future.

It need to be recognised, it is only thanks to the will of our ancestors, through the 
centuries, that we have been able to keep our identity, with its traditions, which 
make the pride of our community.

On this matter, speaking to your institution, I must recall the duty of philanthropy 
and the Tsedaka in our community history. It is reassuring to notice that the authori-
ties, from the federal to the regional level, have had the devotion to strongly fight 
terrorism, which threats all of us. The desire to act, including by the citizenship edu-
cation against anti-Semitism, scourge of democracy, is also an encouraging signal

That being said, I cannot finish my message without highlighting the incredible 
speech made by the mayor of Antwerp, Bart De Wever, on the last 6th of May. In 
recalling the responsibilities of the collaboration, Bart De Wever has enabled the 
Flemish people and, beyond the Flemish people, the entire Belgian people to go 
onward in trust to improve our common democracy.
Let us remember the past and move forward in harmony. In order to build together 
our future, where our community will continue to prosper, flourish, in our country, 
our regions and our cities, and this, thanks to our humanist values.

The important social role of the Centrale must be saluted far beyond the limits of 
the Antwerp Jewish Community.
The current difficult circumstances which touch so many of us, makes it essential to 
support the social activities of the Centrale.

Shana Tova to everyone.

Ph. Markiewicz
President of the Central 

Jewish Consistory of Belgium
 

M r President,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends,
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De Centrale is the beating heart of Jewish solidarity in Antwerp, as 
much nowadays as it has been in the more than 100 years of its ex-
istence.

Everyone who knows the Centrale in Antwerp, knows that the real 
power of the Jewish people is found in solidarity, in a tradition in 
which the benefactor is grateful for being allowed to be generous, to 
do good.

It is impossible to overestimate the importance of the Centrale as 
the biggest Jewish organization in Flanders. By helping the less fortu-
nate in our society in a discrete and respectful way and giving them 
new chances, de Centrale plays a very important role in our city. 

For me, the Centrale is the ultimate example of charity and integra-
tion. Therefore, I would like to thank everyone involved very much 
for their efforts to make this possible.  

No one can predict what the new year will be like. But I can promise 
that my intense friendship with Jewish community will not change.

May 5576 be a successful year! 

Shana Tova v Metuka. I am convinced that many good years lie ahead 
of us.

Ludo Van 
Campenhout

Vice-Mayor for diamond, pub-
lic domain, sports, markets & 

fairs and city personnel
City of Antwerp

copyright Frederik Beyens

We are celebrating Rosh Hashana 5776, Jewish New 
Year. It is one of the highlights of the year in Antwerp, 
a celebration in which Jewish traditions and history 
play a main role. It is also a period that invites us to 
take the time to reflect on the past and on the future.
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During its more than 4000 years of history, the Jewish people has known infinite suffer-
ing, without ever succumbing to it. The past year as well came with its share of sorrow 
and pain. Our own country was rocked by a cowardly anti-Semitic attack on the Jewish 
Museum in Brussels. An Israeli couple of 53 and 54 years old and a French volunteer 
of 66 years old died on the spot. A Belgian desk clerk, 25 years old, born to a Jewish 
mother and a Berber father, died a few days later from his injuries. The young man was 
buried in an Islamic cemetery in Morocco, his country of birth. The death of these in-
nocent people from various backgrounds had one and the same cause: the abhorrent 
anti-Semitic hatred of the perpetrator. Unfortunately we know he is not alone in those 
feelings.

In this current situation of a heightened terrorism threat, we believe that additional 
police protection for Jewish schools and synagogues is not only necessary, it is good. 
Everyone in our country should be guaranteed the right to safety. The same goes for 
the right to equal treatment and the prohibition of discrimination and anti-Semitism. 

Fortunately, there is not but just bad news. The vast majority of the hundreds and thou-
sands of contacts that take place every day between the Jewish people and their fellow 
residents here in our country are conducted in a peaceful, respectful and friendly man-
ner. Both in Antwerp and beyond, the Jewish community is a valued and trusted part 
of our society.

Nobody can predict what this new year will bring. But Rosh Hashanah is a new begin-
ning. It is a chance to forgive for past mistakes and a chance to bring people together for 
what is yet to come. Hopeful, full of expectation and with a common desire: together in 
solidarity as a family, as neighbours, as friends, as a society. My wish for you is that this 
coming year of the Jewish calendar may be as soft and sweet as the apples dipped in 
honey which you eat symbolically in this period. This is my wish for the Jews in Belgium, 
for the citizens of Israel, for its neighbours and for all Jewish people in the world. 

 
Best wishes and kind regards

John Crombez
President sp.a

L’ shanah tovah tikatevu. May you be written down for a good year. 
I wish this for all of you as individuals: may each one of you, when 
the sun sets on Yom Kippur, be written down for a favourable fate 
in the coming year. 
But I also wish this upon you as a people: may the year 5776 be 
peaceful and good for the entire Jewish people. 
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It is a good idea to reflect regularly on our individual lives and on community life.

This year, the madness of Nazism, of the Holocaust and of the Second World War lies 
70 years behind us. At that time the full extent of the horror perpetrated by the nazi’s 
(especially) against European Jewry started dawning on the allied powers. To keep this 
memory alive, the party council of Open Vld visited the Dossin barracks earlier this year. 
For to this day, such an aberration against both creation and humanity asks for tikkun 
olam, for the re-establishment of unity and of harmony.
As president of the Flemish Liberals and Democrats I shall therefore continue to vigi-
lantly watch over our country’s pluralism. In response to recent terrorist attacks against 
Jewish targets in neighbouring countries, together with the federal government Open 
Vld supported additional security measures for the Jewish community. In addition, at 
the end of June we decided to set aside €4 million for investments in the security of 
Jewish locations.
But for the past year the government has been working hard in other areas too. This 
summer, for instance, we agreed on an extensive tax shift. Our agreement knits in per-
fectly with the profile of a government fully committed to entrepreneurs and jobs. This 
additional tax shift – the government accord contained already an initial tax shift – 
seeks to ensure that those who work earn more while those who employ pay less. In 
this way we support both entrepreneurs and employees. Rolling up your sleeves should 
be amply rewarded.

The tax reductions of the Michel government offer all, but especially young people, 
increased opportunities on the labour market. The government seeks to, in addition, 
support young entrepreneurs with a start-up plan. We increase the fiscal appeal of in-
vesting in new businesses, lower the cost of labour and for SME’s we introduce a tax 
deduction for investments in digitalisation. All these measures seek to offer young em-
ployees and a new generation young entrepreneurs the opportunity to chart a success-
ful career in our country. 

Also in the course of the coming year Open Vld wants to go further in offering every-
body in this country increased opportunities. Together with you I continue to, in addi-
tion, commit myself for a safe, open, free and dignified cohabitation of all communities 
in our country.
With the above in mind, I cordially wish you a fine Rosj Hasjana. 

Sjana tova Oemetoeka 5776!

Gwendoline Rutten
President Open Vld

R osj Hasjana is a beautiful festivity. I’m not referring to all the sweet 
delicacies served for the occasion, but to its symbolism. I’m talk-
ing about the beauty of 10 days of repentance, proclaimed by the 
sjofar and ending in Jom Kippoer, the Day of Reconciliation. Within 
the Jewish community, every year anew the Day of the Creator an-
nounces a period of introspection, of reflection and of repentance 
for the deeds of the previous year.
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The past year, I was particularly and very impressed by the birthday 
events of the various Jewish schools in Antwerp, events that were 
celebrated with a lot of splendour and with some very fascinating ex-
hibitions. Well, I truly hope that more and more Jewish youngsters, 
boys and girls, will find their way even better towards our colleges, 
universities, and to the broad labour market, and this through out-
standing study careers in primary and secondary schools.
Furthermore I hope that the intense consultations on the Synagogue 
in Heide-Kalmthout, urgently in need for restoration, will effectively 
lead to a sustainable solution. May the rescue as well the entire res-
toration of this unique synagogue symbolize the enormous apprecia-
tion for and the everlasting anchoring of the Jewish community in 
our lovely province.
The past year was, unfortunately, also a year of terror, gratuitous vio-
lence, anti-Semitism, racism and fear. The need for extra security and 
continuing vigilance hurts, because it arises out of a real threat and 
danger. At the same time, I very much appreciate the fact that gov-
ernments and local authorities, together with the community, are 
sparing neither people nor means in order to maximize the safety 
and the feeling of security of the Jewish community in particular. 
Experienced safety –in the knowledge that absolute safety is not of 
this world- is absolutely necessary in order to build further on our 
life project, to raise our children, to go to school, to study, to work, 
to undertake, to live together as well as to enjoy life. 
Therefore, may the new year be a year of regained peace, safety, 
mutual respect and hope. And let us never stop commemorating or 
remembering. Because he who forgets, is doomed to repeat.

Cathy Berx
Governor of the Province of 

Antwerp

S hana Tova! On behalf of the province of Antwerp, I 
wish you all the best for the new year to come: good 
health, intense moments of family happiness, pros-
perity, peace, eagerness to learn and lots of pleasure 
and ambition in everything that you will undertake.

Foto/Arthur Eranosian
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A tough education offers children a good foundation for a prosperous 
life. As Flemish minister of Education, I am commited to a connect-
ing training that offers children and youngsters every opportunity and 
teaches them respectful care for each other. In this connection freedom 
of education, to which denominational education belongs, is a funda-
mental starting point.

The Jewish community too considers high-qualitative education of para-
mount importance and is prepared to assume responsibilities. I am con-
vinced that together, from our respective responsibilities, also in the 
new year, we’ll be able to dedicate ourselves to an education that con-
tinues to build a better future.

Shana tova oemetoeka! My best wishes for a nice and sweet New Year’s 
celebration!”

Hilde Crevits
Flemish Minister of Education

S hana Tova!
My warmest wishes go to the Jewish community on 
the occasion of Rosh Hashana. For years De Centrale 
has been an important relief in moral and material 
aid for the poor and the vulnerable. We greatly ap-
preciate these efforts!
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evengoed ‘wat zal er volgend jaar op mij afkomen?’. Het helpt in ieder 
geval dat we weten dat we de uitdagingen niet alleen moeten aangaan, 
maar dat vrienden en familie ons kracht en steun geven.
Ondersteuning geven is ook iets waar de ‘Centrale’ bekend om sta-
at, ongeacht rang, stand of religie. Terecht. De behoefte aan zorg en 
ondersteuning kan zich werkelijk overal voordoen. Hulpverlening is een 
noodzaak, voor ons allemaal. Het is dan ook enorm verdienstelijk van de 
‘Centrale’ om mensen die noden hebben, telkens de gepaste hulp aan te 
bieden. Zowel op moreel als op materieel vlak.

Op vlak van zorg en hulpverlening komen er heel wat uitdagingen op 
ons af. Met de staatshervorming komen een hoop bevoegdheden over 
naar het Vlaamse niveau. We maken de omslag van een aanbodgestu-
urd naar een vraaggestuurde hulp, we leggen meer dan ooit de nadruk 
op preventie, we werken de schotten weg tussen welzijn en gezondheid 
… 

Om deze omslag te maken en de uitdagingen op onze weg aan te gaan, 
rekenen we op onze partners. De ‘Centrale’ is daar zonder meer één 
van. Door samenwerking staan we sterker. Dat wist ook Martin Buber. 
Hij bracht ons het volgende bij: “alles wirkliche Leben ist Begegnung” of 
“Alle werkelijke leven is ontmoeting”. Via de ontmoeting kunnen we sa-
men werken aan een beter morgen.

Ik wens ieder van u een vreugdevol jaar toe, één met veel vreugde en 
voldoening.

Shana tova oemetoeka!

Jo Vandeurzen
Vlaams minister van Welzijn, 

Volksgezondheid en Gezin

Wleden van de Joodse gemeenschap

Een nieuw jaar brengt ons op een kruispunt. Het is 
een periode van feest, nabijheid van familie en gezel-
ligheid. Het is echter ook een moment om even stil 
te staan. ‘Wat is er dit jaar allemaal gebeurd?’, maar
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It remains unacceptable that we are confronted so often with terror 
and anti-Semitic expressions. This is why we must make sure that the 
safety and security of the Jewish community is always guaranteed. 
Regardless of what specific measures are needed, your security is 
our only goal.

This is key, because security is a precondition for happiness, well-
being and welfare. The Jewish community plays a vital role in our 
economic and social fibre and every citizen and government in our 
country must cherish this. Your community is for example insepa-
rably connected to the Antwerp diamond industry, an industry that 
- literally and figuratively - makes our country shine. This is why we 
must take care of the stability of this industry. We do this through the 
carat tax that demands an equitable contribution from the industry 
but that also creates clarity.

The federal government will indeed spare no effort to ensure a safe 
and prosperous society that benefits all people and all communities. 
And we fully value the very large contribution of the Jewish Commu-
nity in general and De Centrale in particular.

I wish our fellow Jewish citizens happy new year celebrations and a 
great and prosperous year ahead. 

Leshana tova tekatev v’etachetem!

Kris Peeters
Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister of Employment, 
Economy and Consumer 

Affairs, in charge of Foreign 
Trade, federal Government

I would like to offer the Jewish community the very 
best wishes for Rosh Hashana. 
Shana Tova Oemetoeka!

Let us hope for a year that will finally see peace pre-
vail over fear, violence and conflict.
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The shootings in Paris and Copenhagen, a year after the terrible event at the Jewish 
Museum in Brussels, shocked our democracies and immensely saddened all of us. They 
were dark days, not only for the whole of the Jewish community, but also anyone who 
holds the values of democracy and living together in high esteem. We could not have 
imagined that Jewish citizens of Europe could still be killed in Europe today just because 
they were Jew. 
We cannot ignore new forms of racism, anti-Semitism and intolerance. Seventy years 
after solemnly declaring “Never again!” after the horror of Shoah, we know the cost 
of divisions and conflicts. Under no circumstances can we remain passive towards the 
resurgence of tensions and incitement of hatred within our societies. If we want to 
eradicate signs of intolerance and rejection of diversity at school, at work and in politi-
cal life, it is vital for us to retain memories of the past, as anyone who forgets the past 
will be resigned to the same happening again. 

To deal with these threats, we should even go a step further. The political world must 
work tirelessly towards creating a peaceful society where cultures can live in harmony. 
We have a common responsibility to ensure that there is a valuable place for each and 
every one of us, to ensure that schools, work places and society as a whole use our dif-
ferences as a human, social - and even economic - asset. More than ever, we owe this to 
Belgium’s Jewish community, which has demonstrated the values of tolerance, freedom 
and solidarity and has always been an example of integration and active contribution 
towards increasing the ability to live together.

It is with this in mind that I have organised recently for the Council of Europe’s Belgian 
Chairmanship a High Level International Conference on the theme “Tolerance is stron-
ger than Hate”. In my position as Minister of Foreign Affairs, I will continue to ensure 
that the message of tolerance and solidarity is at the heart of all my contacts, at both 
European and international level. 

May the year 5776 restore hope amongst all those seeking a better future, and bring 
you happiness, health and prosperity.

Shana Tova OuMetouka.

Didier Reynders
Vice-Prime Minister, Minister 
of Foreign Affaires & Minister 

of European Affairs

With Rosh Hashana, as one Jewish year ends, another begins. For 
members of the Jewish community, the festival is the time for in-
dividuals and families to reflect on the past year and look forward 
to the next.  Political leaders cannot ignore the tragic events which 
have marked the year 5775, ones which have no place in a civilised 
society.
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Rosh Hashanah also offers time for reflection. Reflection on the future, on the 
world we want, where it is good to live for everyone, in peace and happiness. 
The Flemish Community is a diverse community. Endless combinations of age, 
gender, level of education, career, ideology and cultural background make each 
Flemish person unique. The last decades have seen newcomers taking up resi-
dence in our country and making our community even more colourful.
One of the biggest challenges we are faced with is how we should shape a 
‘blended’ community such as ours. How we can strengthen the sense of com-
munity and enhance coherence within our Flemish Community. 
Unfortunately, we live in a time of tension; tension which sometimes leads to 
aggression and violence. Last year, people were attacked because of their ideol-
ogy or religion, because of who they are. It happened abroad, but unfortunately 
also here in our country.
The deadly attack on the Jewish Museum in Brussels last year was an attack 
upon the very soul of our community. We were shocked and realised more than 
ever that we all have an important responsibility. The responsibility to cherish 
and protect our common democratic values, like freedom of ideology and reli-
gion, freedom of speech, equality and respect for human rights, in short, our 
fundamental rights and freedoms. 
We must in particular be alert to the growing anti-Semitism. The Jewish com-
munity is part of our society. It has always made a substantial contribution to 
our Flemish community, our prosperity and our culture. In this new year as well 
I hope to be able to count on your support to continue to build an open and 
pluralistic society. An inclusive society where all Flemish people are given oppor-
tunities and can develop to the full. A society where an end is put to discrimina-
tion and where everyone has equal rights, irrespective of their origin, ideology, 
gender or sexual orientation. 
I wish you and your family a good and sweet year, a year full of dialogue and 
mutual respect.

Shana tova!

Geert Bourgeois
Minister-President of Flanders

A s Minister-President of all Flemish people I am pleased to be 
able to share in the happiness and joy following the celebra-
tion of the Jewish New Year.
Rosh Hashanah is a time of repentance, an occasion to contem-
plate on the past and come to terms with one’s conscience.
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For this New Year I also wish that negative and destructive feelings may be re-
placed by a desire for peace and tolerance in the hearts of all people. As you are 
aware, during the past year we have regretfully witnessed fanatics committing 
anti-Semitic criminal acts. Let me once again assert the Government’s absolute, 
complete and unconditional commitment to demonstrating solidarity in this 
fight against anti-Semitism. 
For us the fight against anti-Semitism is a matter of national concern, because 
even though the Jewish community is the chief victim, this struggle affects ev-
eryone in Belgium. These outrageous attacks are tantamount to an assault on 
the very essence of our values, our rights and our freedoms. They are an attack 
against the freedom of expression, freedom of the press and religious freedom. 

By spreading terror they attack the right to physical well-being and the right 
to security. By stigmatising one group and dismissing its humanity, they are at-
tacking our society’s values of tolerance and pluralism. Consequently, and this 
is of particular concern, they are attacking the social cohesion and peaceful and 
mutually rewarding balance of the cultural and religious communities that form 
our intercultural society.

It is for all of these reasons that we have adopted a policy of zero tolerance to-
wards anti-Semitism. The situation cannot go on in which citizens continue to 
live in fear of their lives and those of their children. However, indispensable as 
they are, more is needed than just the police and the army to fight against acts 
of hatred and hate speech. The real fight, you do not need reminding, begins at 
a much earlier stage, focusing on mentalities and education. The classroom is 
the first environment in which people get to know and respect each other. 

I once again offer you my best wishes for happiness and prosperity and I hope 
you are able to celebrate this New Year in the warmth of your family and nearest 
and dearest. 

Hag Sameah! Chana tova!

Charles Michel
Prime Minister

D ear Friends,

I wish you every happiness and good health during Rosh 
Hashana. 
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We believe that we can always find new ways to bridge divides and 
come together with people who do not live like you or pray like you.
Reaching out to others in this way is central to our identity and es-
sential to our European interests.

This year has been once more marked by dramatic events. I want to 
pay tribute to the Jewish people who were killed in terrorist attacks 
in Brussels, in Paris, in Copenhagen. In Europe, it should not be dif-
ficult or even dangerous for people to exercise their religion. 
We cannot allow a cycle of fear and violence to take root in Europe. 
We must stand up together against those who promote hate; and 
work together to promote mutual understanding across communi-
ties and foster tolerance. All religions and communities should be 
able to feel at home. The European Union, through its law, its poli-
cies and its action, can help to make this possible.

All New Year celebrations carry with them the promise of new begin-
nings and goodwill. This festive period is an opportunity to reaffirm 
our commitment to preserve the bonds of mutual respect that unite 
all of us across religions and cultures.

I send my warmest wishes to each of you for a peaceful, prosperous 
and happy New Year.

Shanah Tovah.

Mr. 
Jean-Claude Juncker 
President of the European 

Commission

I am delighted to send my greetings to the Jewish Com-
munity of Flanders and to all who around Europe and 
the world are observing Rosh Hashana. In the Euro-
pean Union we honour the values of respect for hu-
man dignity, freedom and equality that are enshrined 
in our treaty.
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